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Jenuary 23, 1951

O Members of the Bosxrd
Fram: Deguty Iirector, Buveaun of Safety

frzjore:  Alrereft Accident - Preliminery Nobtification
Douglas IC=8, Mexican Registration XA-XAX. Qwned sad Opered.2
by Aevonsves de Mexico, Hew York Intesrnmtional Alrpordt,
Bew Yorls, Jsnuery 19, 19561

#t approximately 2025 e, s. t. Jesouvary 19, 1961, a Iouglss DO
#awlizen veglstration XA-YAX, owned and oparated by Acrcnecves de Mevi-o i3 a
«aeduled passenger fiight; crashed end burned vhile ettempting a Lo soif

from meway 7B at Idlewlild Inmternational Airporit, Hew York.

“n board were 97 pessengers and & crew of nine. Caytalpo Gonzelis,
Pirst Of{icer Rulz. Second Officer Alverez, and Purser Ssmchez recelved
Tatal injurdes with all other persons on bosrd surviving the sceiden: ine
eludisg en Eastern Air Lines check pilot, Willism Poe, wlo was seabs i i
tng jump seab dlmctly\‘bebinﬁ. the captain.

The alrcraft wreckage is locaied in a bare terrsin area on the uiended
centeriine for rmway TR and approximately 700 feeb beyord the hamd mvziaced
sverp-run for thet runwaey. The alreraft was completely destroyed by ..omaet
and the severe ground fires vhich followed final impaot.

4 Low prepsure system was moving eastwerxd through the middle At.ombic
stetes bringing continuovs snow, gusty winds, and low ce:linpge snd vupibilibies
Lo the kv York City area. At 2007 e. s. t. Ydlewlild reported a —wreeipitation
ceiling of 300 feet, sky cbseured; visibllity one-fourth mile; light zpow and
fog; swlface wind esst-northeast 18 knots, gusts to 2b kiots; altime sex setbins
29.66 inches; mumway visuzl range runway OfF less then 2,000 feet; wwessure
fallivg rapidly. The same general conditions had existed for some tirs pxrior
%0 the weldent anid continued to exist for seversl hotws aiter the azeident.

&4 2000 e. 8. t. runvays 13R and 31L were NUTAMEE as cloged and £a0v removal
in process was indicated on runweys 41 and 22R. The snos depth ot SXevild
was reported by the Weather Bureau as two inches at 1900 e. s.%.

Hp. Charles 3. Collar of the Boaxd's Miami office has been e3:izped as
jnvestigoebor in chewrge of the investigation sesisted by Jeryy H. Xogyws. The
foliowlng groups have been assigned: Operatlons - Iessel (. Epicksca zo2d
fromes B. Saunders; Witness - Jobn L. NeWhorter and Marvin J. Sxdzor;
Ehivctures - Joln B. Kennedy and Harwy E. Black: Fowerplimhs - Jamic H. Lewis
end yank Tgylor; Systems - Wesley D. Cowan; Humen Factors - Duudzl J. Seyers
end 2110y M, Hopper; secretsries on the sgene - Mise Fhyllis I. Cadiy, Chiecsgo,
end ilse Jacqueline Joyes, Miami. Mp. Robert W. Chrisp ise been desiznated as
the hexring officer.
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in accordance with ICAD regulations the Board extended the Mexiesn:
Government an invitation to paxrticipate in the investigation. This iviiiage
tion was accepted by the Mexican Govermment and the Director of Mexicsa:.
Civil fvistion hes asslgned three of his staff to participate under tho
direction of Mr. Charles S. Collar, investigator in charge.
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